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Srebrenica Air Support Denied on Chirac Orders 


AU0211112195 Berlin DIE TAGESZEITUNG 
in German I Nov 95 p& 


[Report by Andreas Zumach: “I Must Get Rid of These 
Enclaves” | 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Geneva — When General 
Bernard Janvier, French commander of the UN Protec- 
tion Forces (UNPROFOR) in the former Yugoslavia, 
refused to request NATO air support to defend the UN 
protection zone of Srebrenica from Serb attacks on 
several occasions, he was acting on direct instructions 
from President Jacques Chirac. That is what emerges 
from mutually corroborated information from French 
Government circles and UNPROFOR employees in 
Zagreb. 


According to the information, Chirac issued the instruc- 
tions to his general in carly July, a few days before the 
commencement of the Serb attacks, which ended with 
the capture of Srebrenica on 11 July. French and U.S. 
intelligence services had already started gathering ex- 
tensive information on Serb preparations for an assault 
from monitoring telephone conversations and aerial re- 
connaisance in the middle of June. This information was 
also available to the Federal Intelligence Service (BND). 


Janvier refused requests for air support from the Dutch 
UNPROFOR stationed in Srebrenica five times, saying 
on one occasion: “Gentlemen, don’t you understand? | 


must get rid of these enclaves.” Ninety-five percent of 


all other requests for air support from local UNPRO- 
FOR commanders were rejected by Janvier and his pre- 
decessor Laprelle or by the British UNPROFOR Com- 
manders Rose and Smith. It is Japan's Yasushi Akashi 
who has been made responsible for the supposed failure 
of cooperation between the United Nations and NATO. 
Today, | November, he will be stepping down as the 
UN special envoy for former Yugoslavia. During ir .r- 
nal Bosnian Contact Group consultations beginning in 
December 1994, France, along with Russia and Great 
Britain, lobbied for a “realistic peace plan” and the hand- 
ing over the three eastern Bonsian Muslim enclaves of 
Srebrenica, Zepa, and Gorazde to the Serbs; this ini- 
tially met with resistance from the United States and 
Germany. When Janvier argued the case for giving up 
Srebrenica and other UN protection zones at the UN 
Security Council on 24 May, he encountered opposition 
from Holland, Malaysia, Pakistan, New Zealand, and 
Turkey. The Russian, U.S., French, British and Ger- 
man ambassadors remained silent, and participants in 
the meeting saw that as approval for Janvier's case. 


The governments in Bonn and Washington have still 
not indicated precisely when and to what extent they 
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were informed about what their intelligence services 
had ascertained about Serb preparations for an assault 
on Srebrenica and the subsequent massacre of as many 
as 6,000 Muslim men. So far, there has no be response 
whatsoever from the Defense Ministry and the govern- 
ment spokesman to a 16 October written request for in- 
formation trom DIE TAGESZEITUNG. In a letter dis- 
patched last weekend, Foreign Minister Kinkel replied 
that according to his “information and inquiries,” “that 
the government might have been informed about Serb 
plans for an as;ault on the UN protection zone of Sre- 
brenica’ Was “not correct in any event.” Kinkel did not 
Say anything in reply to a question about whether the 
government might have had any information about the 
massacre. In response to an inquiry from THE WASH- 
INGTON POST, U.S. Government representatives have 
in the meantime confirmed the DIE TAGESZEITUNG 
report of 12 October on what the CIA and NSA knew 
about preparations for the assault and the massacre fol- 
lowing the capture of Srebrenica. 


Washington has, however, failed to confirm what the in- 
telligence services knew from telephone traffic between 
Serbia's Chief of Staff Pertsic and Mladic, commander 
of the Bosman Serbs. According to that information, the 
military operation against Srebrenica, as well as the sub- 
sequent evacuation of the city and ‘carrying off thou- 
sands of “able-bodied” men, was initiated and ordered 
by the general in Belgrade. 


This information is not in accord with the “peace 
process,” which ts now entering a decisive phase with 
the secret negotiations between the presidents of Serbia, 
Bosmia, and Croatia in Ohio today, as the United 
States and its four Contact Group partners see Serbia's 
President Slobodsa Mu sevic as occupying the central 
role in them. 


U.S. To Send Envoy to Barcelona Conference 


BR311014599S Madrid EL PAIS in Spanish 
32 O19S po 
X.V-F 


[Report signed “W.0. and Barcelona Con- 


ference Participants Listed | 


[FBIS Translated Text) Luxembourg — The Fifteen 
yesterday resolved a thorny diplomatic problem. They 
gave their approval to the Spanish Presidency’s pro- 
posal concerning those attending the Barcelona Euro- 
Mediterranean Conterence (27-28 November). There 
will be only 1S plus 12 full participants; the members of 
the European Union and the 12 Mediterranean countries 
maintaining agreements with if Algeria, Morocco, 
Tunisia, Egypt, Jordan, Syria, Isracl, Lebanon, Turkey, 
Palestine, Cyprus, and Malta 
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There will be three special guests — the Mauritanian 
foreign minister and the secretaries general of the Arab 
Maghreb Union (AMU) and the Arab League. Libya's 
representation without allowing its presence is thus 
resolved. These three guests will be able to display 
a name plate or flag. They will be present at the 
debates without speaking or voting rights, except the 
Mauritanian minister, who will speak for three minutes 
at the solemn opening session. The ambassadors of 
the United States, Russia, Albania, Slovenia, and the 
countries of central and eastern Europe will be placed 
in a special diplomatic box, of lower status and without 
any special designation. 


International Court Opens Nuclear Arms Hearings 


AU3010115595 Paris AFP in English 
1111 GMT 30 Oct 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Hague, Oct 30 (AFP) — 
The International Court of Justice on Monday opened 
hearings in which it will determine the legality of the 
use and threatened use of nuclear weapons. 


The World Health Organisation (WHO), represented 
by its legal advisor, Claude-Henr Vignes, will open 
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the hearings, followed by Australia, represented by 
Foreign Minister Gareth Evans, who will be the first 
of representatives of 23 nations to speak. 


Australian Prime Minister Paul Keating said last week 
that Canberra would urge the court not to make any 
finding because it might make total nuclear disarmament 
more difficult. 


The United Nations’ supreme legal authority was asked 
by the World Health Organisation (WHO) in 1993 and 
the UN General Assembly in 1994 for an opinion on the 
legality of nuclear weapons. It will not give a binding 
ruling. 


WHO asked it to declare whether “the use of (nuclear) 
arms by a nation during... an armed conflict would con- 
Stitute a violation of its obligations under international 
law.” 


The UN assembly asked the court to say whether 
international law allowed “the threat or the use of 
nuclear arms under any circumstances. 


The 14 judges will hear representatives of the other 22 
countries at a rate of two a day. 
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EP Delays Decision on Turkish Customs Union 
BRO211130395 Madrid EL PAIS in Spanish 
I Nov 95 p6 


[Report signed “"W.0.": “European Parliament Raises 
First Obstacles to Agreement With Turkey”) 


[FBIS Translated Text] Brussels — The European 
Parliament (EP) has already indicated that it will not 
easily give the go-ahead to the customs agreement 
between the EU and Turkey approved last Monday 
by the Turkish Government and the EU's Council of 
Ministers. 


Yesterday the EP’s Foreign Committee decided to 
postpone the examination procedures by one month, 
whereby the customs union will not be approved at the 
December plenary session and it will not be possible 
for it to come into force on | January 1996 unless the 
parliamentary procedures are speeded up at the very 
last minute. The postponement was agreed on almost 
unanimously by the committee's 6] members, with 
the exception of a few European Popular Party [EPP] 
deputies. 


The EP deputies believe this is “an important matter 
which should be considered calmly,” and for this reason 
they decided to take another month to study a report 
drawn up by Spanish Deputy Carlos Carnero (European 
United Left), which strongly criticizes the agreement 
because of a lack of progress in the human rights area. 


The European Left is mostly against the agreement, 
but not all Socialist deputies reject it, nor are all 
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Conservative deputies in favor. Therefore a covert battle 
on this issue is expected over the next few months, with 
considerable pressure being placed on the governments 
of the various member states. 


The Foreign Committee, which is demanding the release 
of fous imprisoned Kurdish activists, has begun a 
dialogue with Turkey by asking EP President Kisus 
Haensch to convene a joint committee of European and 
Turkish parliamentarians. 


Yesterday the Turkish courts started cxamining the 
cases of 58 political prisoners who might benefit from 
the amendment to Article 8 of the Anti-Terrorist Law — 
a gesture from Ankara to convince the EU and the EP 
of its readiness to establish the basis for a fully-fledged 
democtacy as soon as possible. 


Commission Allows Spain To Aid Car 
Manufacturer 


AU3110113195 Paris AFP in English 
1084 GMT 31 Oct 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Brusse's, Oct 31 (AFP) — 
The European Commission on Tuesday said the Spanish 
government could provide a 46 billion pescta ($370 
million) aid package for the SEAT automaker 
conditional on the company slashing its output capacity 
by 30 percent. 


The company, a subsidiary of Germany's Volkswagen 
group, has offered to cut capacity around 1,000 vehicles 
per day in exchange for the aid. 
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Vranitzky Rejects Blame for F's Popt“arity 
AU3110075095 Vienna PROFIL in German 
30) Oct YS pp 32-34 


{Interview with Chancellor Franz Vranitzky by Josef 
Votz) and Andreas Weber; place and date not given: 
“We Have Made Mistakes’ | 


[FBIS Translated Text} [PROFIL] Chancellor, you are 
going into the election campaign with what seems 
to be a successful recipe: Only a Social Democratic 
Party of Austria [SPOe] chancellor will guarantee that 
the Movement for Freedom [F] remains outside the 
government. Ever since you took office, this has been 
your political creed, with the result that the F, taken over 
by Haider in 1986 as a 4-percent party, is enjoying more 
support than ever. Why should the same slogan now 
stop the SPOe’s downward trend and the F's upward 
movement? 


[Vranitzky] First, it may not seem to be the right slogan, 
but i is the right slogan and it results from having 
opted for a certain political principle. Second, there is no 
evidence that the F has increased its popularity only or 
mainly because | will not include it in the government. 
To focus on this sole approach, as you have, means 
neglecting the whole political environment. 


[PROFIL] The fact remains that this slogan did not even 
work among SPOe supporters. In the 1994 elections, 
250,000 SPOe voters of 1990 defected directly to 
Haider. 


[Vramitzky] Yes, but not because of my principles 
but for many other reasons, such as that Haider is a 
very talented politician and a great demagogue. For 
many years many people, also in the SPOe, have 
underestimated Haider. | have always said that Haider 
constitutes a danger. I hope that people will now 
finally understand and that they realize how serious the 
Situation is in these elections. 


[PROFIL] Research carried out by the IFES [Institute 
for Empirical Social Research] after the 1994 elections 
cites the following as the most importam icitmotfs of 
the 250,000 SPOe defectors: “The $POe ceased long ago 
to be the party of the workers.” “Haider also takes care 
of minor issues that are of interest to us.” “It annoys 
me when anybody who votes for the Freedom Party 
of Austria [now renamed Movement for Freedom] is 
presented as if he were an idiot.” 


[Vranitzky] These three statements, which | also fre- 
quently hear, already bear the key to future policy. In 
politics — to take up the last quote — it is generally 
a mistake to call anyone an idiot because he opts for 
a certain political direction. It is arrogant, overbearing, 
and patronizing 
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[PROFIL] Your absolute focus on an anti-Haider strat- 
egy obviously conveyed to the renegade SPOc voters 
that whoever is so absolutely against Haider must also 
be against him as a voter. 


[Vranitzky} It is part of the game between journalists 
and politicians to blame each another for something. 
Yet, it is also important not to take the blame for 
everything. When you now say that this is what ! 
signalled, so to speak... 


[PROFIL] It is what people are obviously fecling. 


[| Vranitzky] No, it is your interpretation, which I do not 
share at all. 


[PROFIL] It is the interpretation of IFES. 


[| Vranitzky]} All right, then I do not share the interpreta- 
tion of IFES, either. Nobody can blame me for that. That 
is one side. The feeling that “they no longer care for the 
little people” is not entirely without reason. | will give 
you an example: One Saturday morning | was walking 
through a market in Vienna. A man approaches me and 
this is exactly what he says: “Why do you not do any- 
thing for the little people any more?” I try to explain, 
but I soon realize what he means and also eventually 
says himself: “Why do you not take care of us Austri- 
ans any more?” This is an incredibly important but also 
very complex, political challenge for us. Many Austrian 
blue-collar, white-collar workers, and pensioners have 
this opinion: Because attention also focuses on people 
from abroad and because the upwardly motile middic 
classes are also regarded as politically interesting, they 
are no longer taken care of. So, if we have made mis- 
takes in this respect — and we quite obviously have — 
we must undo them as quickly as possibic. 


[PROFIL] How do you want to “undo” them in the less 
than SO days before 17 December [election day]? 


[Vranitzky] Of course. it is not an easy job in a 
short election campaign. Nevertheless, | am optimistic 
because | see that, particularly because of Schuessel, our 
party workers are now saying that we will work three or 
four times harder than before, because we cannot simply 
put up with this. 


[PROFIL] Even when the SPOc is strongly warning 
against a OcVP [Austrian People’s Party}-F coalition, 
it will also be unable to avoid the coalition question. If 
Schuessel wins his political poker game and the SPOc 
becomes the second strongest party, could it then reject 
its political responsibility, defiantly refuse to enter a 
coalition as the juaior partner, and leave the country 
to the experiment of an Oe VP-F coalition” 


[Vranitzky) As far as | am concerned, | have one 
principle that everybody in this country knows: | wil! 
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not establish a federal government with Haider's F. | 
will certainly not make any other statements regarding 
coalitions before the election. Busek stumbled over his 
absolute support for the grand coalition without any ifs 
and buts. | will not repeat that mistake. I am not going to 
make any statements, hints, or declarations because the 
next Austrian Federal Government will certainly have 


lo pursue many new path: as a result of past experience. 


|PROFIL] You are now applying a double standard. We 
will quote you from the “Chancellor's Program,” which 
has just been presented: “The central question of the 
future ability to govern is the coalition question.” Not 
only the OeVP but the SPOe must also expect to be 
asked this vital question. 


[Vranitzky] You have quoted me quite correctly and 
1 would ask you not only to quote me but also to 
interpret me correctly. It means that this question has 
to be decided after the elections. 


[PROFIL] You are doing the same thing as you criti- 
cized Schuesse! for: With the exception of ruling out 
cooperation with Haider, you are refusing to answer the 
coalition question. 


| Vranitzky| | am very happy to accept this criticism, 
because | have an unequivocally negative position 
whereas Schuessel does not. 


[PROFIL] Let us ask again: By refusing to answer 
before the elections the question of the chances of 
continuing the grand coalition but with Schuessel as 
chancellor, are you running the risk of being accused of 
a lack of political responsibility and recklessly leaving 
the country to an OeVP-F coalition? 


[Vranitzky] You could accuse me of lack of political 
responsibility if | were not in my 10th year as head of 
government. 


[PROFIL] We are not talking about the last nine years. 
We are talking of the possible political future after 17 
December. 


[ Vranitzky] Only you are doing that. 


[PROFIL] So you refuse to talk about such a future 
scenario? 


| Vranitzky} No, | wil! talk with you about any kind of 
future, only | will not be talked into speculating about 
possible coalitions. 


[PROFIL] Should the Oe VP become the strongest party 
and nominate the federal chancellor, do you rule out 
becoming vice chancellor in a government? 


| Vranitzky| Yes, | rule owt both these cases. 
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[PROFIL] Could you imagine a vice chancellor by the 
name of Petrovic [Greens leader] and a minister by the 
name of Schmidt [Liberal Forum Icader] in a cabinet 
led by you? 


[Vranitzky}] Apart from my cicar position toward 
Haider's F, any other alternatives are possible 


[PROFIL] Are they equally good alternatives’ 


[Vranitzky] lt depends on the number of scats that the 
individual parties will win. 

[PROFIL] This is a surprising change of mind: Only in 
the spring of 1995 you were a strict opponent of any 
speculation on a traffic-light coalition [with the Greens 
and Liberal Forum]. You put you foot down and ended 
the debate that emerged at the time. Now, A few months 
later you no longer rule out a traffic-light coalition 


[Vranitzky] The spring of 1995 was only a few months 
after the conclusion of a new government agreement 
I told my people: Let us stop, since it does not make 
any sense to talk about a new coalition question a few 
months after we have signed a working agreement; this 
question has to be answered only after the next clections. 
Let me tell you quite frankly: One has to go into 
elections with clear, political-strategic considerations, 
with the claim to achieve as good a result as possible for 
one’s own party, not to talk about possible coalitions. 
Otherwise, the voters will no longer know who they are 
actually voting for. 


[PROFIL] In the past few days, the OeVP has scored 
in public with its message that it wants a reform of the 
country and it will now vigorously tackle issues that 
have long been neglected. At the beginning of the 1990s 
you also set up a kind of think tank to dedicate itself to 
“the issues of our time.” This project all too quickly 
petered out. Was it a political mistake not to have 


placed yourself at the vanguard of a reform movement, 
a modernization of the country in good time? 


[Vranitzky] You are right when you say that reforms 
or the ambition to carry out reforms must never wane. 
There will always be reforms and always will have to 
be. 


[PROFIL] That is a Sunday statement, a free gift. 


[Vranitzky] I do not need any free gifts, as | am happy 
with what I have. But | do not know you well enough 
to know whether you only write or sometimes also read 
things. 


[PROFIL] Both. 


[Vranitzky}] Could you prove that you know that, as 
far as “the issues of our time” are concerned, | have 
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published some highly interesting and important books 
to make sure that this project does not peter out. 


[PROFIL] Yet, politically, this did not get a very wide 
reception. If you ask people out there whether they know 
anything about “the issues of our time” and the SPOe's 
reform projects, then you will have difficulties. 


[Vranitzky] Whatever. My chancellor's program, which 
I have presented for the elections, is in reality a broad 
approach toward reform. 


[PROFIL] Former leading SPOc¢ thinker Professor Nor- 
hert Leser has recently said in an interview with us: “The 
SPOe has actually become the country’s most conser- 
valive party. 


[Vranitzky] The only thing about that on which I wan" 
to comment is: There are really many more people in 
Austria, and not just myself, who ase finding it hard 
to make sense of Professor Leser. If you have other 
references, we might be able to come to a more lively 
discussion. 


[PROFIL] You may find it easier to relate to Armin 
Thurnher [chief editor of weekly magazine FALTER], 
whom you should be familiar with not only as an 
author of books but also as an ‘issues of our ume 
think or. Regarding the SPOe, he has recently noted that 
one cannot ‘pretend that there were no problems just 
he cause the opponent is pointing at them, and mentions 
& examples the debates on the abuse of social benefits 
or university fees. Has your policy of moderation not 
paralyzed the debate on necessary reforms for too long? 


[Vranitz7ky] I will not say no to every detail that 
you have said, since you are certainly not 100-percent 
wrong. However, | argue that those who are regarded as 
reformers today, who come and say that one must make 
cuts here and there, will say when told that ‘this means 
risking social unrest, strikes, demonstrations’: “So what, 
so let them strike for a change. That was the answer 
from the OeVP side. I am certainly not one of those who 
will shun the political struggle. Still, | certainly do not 
believe that strike action by trade unions and shifting 
politics from the negotiating table to the street can be 
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the ultima ratio. It may happen, but should not happen. | 
am not one who paralyzes, covers up, or remains silent 
about things, but one who tnes to find solutions that 
avoid the extremes of democratic life. Everything else 
is too inconsiderate as far as 1 am concerned. Such 
Statements are made by people who are active in some 
political capacity and, owing to the decades of harmony 
in Austria, have never experienced what a strike. a really 
large-scale demonstration, means. 


[PROFIL] Despite all the necessary onsiderations for 
harmony and stability, is it possible to put the budget 
on a sound footing again without hurting some and 
triggering loud protests from affected groups” 


[Vranitzky} Certainly not. Do not remind me of hurting 
people. I remember the first austerity package too well 


[PROFIL] it mainly meant hurting people from within 
your own camp, the trade unions. 


[Vranitzky] He who is sensitive to pain does not care 
whether ** ‘- internal or external. As far as further steps 
of budget consolidation are concerned, | am saying 
today that it will not be possible to consolidate the 
budget with ut people noticing it. Nevertheless, we have 
to guarantee a focus on social justice and balance 


[PROFIL] The SPOce is already scared of the Kiestil ef- 
fect. It has been said that the atmosphere is now similar 
1 1992: A favorite who is convinced of sweeping to 
victory, while on the other side there is an underesti- 
mated challenger eager to come to power. Do you see 
any parallels? 


[Vranitzky) There is no reason for such an atmosphere 
Still, all those who are so eager to use the term euphoria 
in this connection had better look it up in the dictionary: 
Euphoria is the feeling of elation of someone severely 
ill. 


[PROFIL] Just before he dies. 


[Vranitzky] In which we are not. The stress lies on the 
word “we. 
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Major Denies Acquiescence in Fall of Srebrenica 


1D3110193195 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1644 GMT 31 Oct 95 


[By Trevor Mason) 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Prime Minister denied 
today that Britain had acquiesced with its UN allies in 
May to the fall to the Serbs of the Bosnian safe haven 
of Srebrenica. The claim was raised with Mr Maj + at 
Commons question time by Liberal Democrat leader 
Paddy Ashdown. 


But in a fierce rebuttal, a visibly angry Mr Major said: 
“What you afc saying is not correct. You have been 
wrong throughout the whole of this episode ~ 


Mr Ashdown had urged Mr Major to consider three 
dates. 


“On July 11 Srebrenica fell and 8,000 young men were 
taken away and massacred. 


“On May 31 I asked the then Defence Secretary 
(Malcoim Rifkind) to assure me that the policy on the 
defence of Srebrenica had not changed and he gave me 
thal assurance. 


“ht is now claimed that on May 24 with the full 
knowledge and acquiescence of the British (sovernment, 
the UN decided to abandon Srebrenica to its fate 


“Is that correct?” 


Mr Major retorted: “I think you just occasionally might 
do British forces and the British Government the credit 
of acknowledging what they have done. What you are 
saying is not Correct. 


“You have been wrong throughout the whole of this 
episode. Time after time after time you have denigrated 
what the British Government has done and what British 
armed forces have done. 


“There are hundreds of thousands of people alive today 
in Bosnia because of what was done by the British 
Government 2ad the British armed forces.” 


Officials Deride Talk of Nuclear Ties With Paris 


MS0111115195 London INDEPENDENT in English 
I Nov 9S pi2 


[Report oy Christopher Bellamy: “Officials Scorn 
British Talk of Nuclear Liaison”] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) There may be less than meets 
the eye to Franco-British nuclear co-operation. 


Officials in the Foreign Office and the Ministry of De- 
fence yesterday said they were unaware of any propos- 
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als to substantiate Monday's , 30 October] announce- 
mem by John Major and President Jacques Chirac of 
France, which promised greater liaison between France 
and Britain. In practice, official sources said, both coun- 
tries were Committed to maintaining indepenccm nu- 
clear deterrent forces. 


The leaders said there was “considerable convergence 
between the two countrics on nuclea doctrine and 
policy”. Given that Britain and France are the only 
European nuclear powers with nuclear forces of similar 
size, and that a nuclear, biological or chemical attack on 
one would send fall-out drifting over the other, that is 
hardly surprising. But officials yesterday said the idea 
of one country relying on the other to deter an attack 
was out of the question. 


“We do not see situations arising in which the vital 
imterests of cither France or the UK could be threatened 
without the vital interests of the other also being 
threatened. the joint statement continued. Asked if that 
meant France would retaliate if a missiic landed in 
England, or that Britain might retaliate if one landed 
in France, one source said: “Absolutely not. And the 
French would answer non as well 


The Foreipn Office also denied Britain and France 
had agreed that a ‘low. jield” (small explosion) nuclear 
strike might be used as a “warning shot” when the vital 
interests of cithet were threatened 


There has been some discussion of Britain and France 
alternating fucieat deterrent submarine patrols, but to do 
so would undermine the philosophy of an independent 
deterrem. Neither Britain nor France has said it will 
develop a successor to their warheads — France's 
Pacific tests include trials of a new warhead for a 
submarine-launched missile. 


Since Britain abandoned its requirement for a stand- 
off nuclear missile for the RAF [Royal Air Force], the 
prospect of co-operation with France in that area has 


also disappeared. 


The only area where both countries are independently 
setline up new systems, and where there is scope for 
Co-operation, is in perfecting computer predictions of 
nuclear explosions, which obviate the need for any 
future tests. 


Some independent experts concluded the statement 
might be a coded message that Britain would gain 
long-term benefit from the French nuclear tests in the 
Pacific. Britain has not denied assisting France with 
its Computer-simulation techniques, and is expected 
to gain something in return, possibly collaboration in 
developing new nuclear weapon designs without the 
need to test them 
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Until recemly, both Britain and France said they could 
not sigh wp to 4 full Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty 
(CTB”}. 2 to come imto force next year. Then the 
French s¢°ad to do so, provided they could carry out 
the current round of tests before the ban came into force. 


Patricia Chilton, of Manchester Metropolitan Univer- 
sity, who specialises in Franco-British security co- 
operation, said: “ht would have been impossible for the 
British and French goverements to agree to.. CTBT 
without both of them acquitiag the necessary extra in- 
formation for compute? ‘ifaulation in the meantime”. 


Government, SF Tasks ( «ii To Reach Agreement 


MS0111143195 Lonact *%E TIMES in English 
I Nov @S pe 


[Report by Nicholas Wat: 
Belfast Talks Deadinck”) 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) Sinn Fein [SF] and the Govern- 
ment failed to overcome thei differences during more 
than three hours of ta'’ks in Belfast yesterday. 


Martin McGuinness, the icading member of Sinn Fein 
who met Michael Ancram, the Northern Ireland Minis- 
ter, at Stormont, said after the talks that “major difficul- 
tes” lay ahead. “Regrettably, the impasse in the peace 
process has not been broken, he said. 

Mr Ancram said that progress had been made in some 
arcas and that the two sides had agreed to meet again 
on Friday [3 Novernber]. 

He described yesterday's talks with Sinn Fein as de- 
tailed and constructive. “We made progress on certain 
issues today,” he said. “There are other difficull issues 
that still need to be addressed. We have again discussed 
these in some depth.” 


The talks centered on proposals, drawn up by Sinn Fein 
and the SDLP [Social Democratic and Labour Party], 
designed to break the deadlock in the peace process. It 
is understood that the proposals call on the Government 
to convene all-party talks by December 15, the second 
anniversary of the Downing Street declaration. 


The Government, however, insists that the IRA must 
hegin to decommission some of its arms before Sinn 
Fein can join such talks. The peace process has become 
deadlocked because Sinn Fein rejects this as an attempt 
to force an IRA surrender. 


Ministers hope to overcome the impasse by launching a 
twin-track strategy that would involve setting up an in- 
ternational disarmament Commission to oversee the de- 
commissioning of terrorist weapons. At the same time, 
London and Dublin would hold talks with individual 
parties to lay the basis for all-party talks. 


Ammer of Hope After 
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Mr Ancram said after the talks yesterday that the twin- 
tack strategy provided the Pest way forwad for all 
parties. He reiterated the Government's insistence that 
the IRA must begin to decommussion its ams 


However, he indicated the Government's flexbulity 
when he said: “The whole point of the twin track is 
to allow us to approach these problems from a d:fferent 
perspective casting light from the side im the hope that 
we can find a way through consistent “ith our principles 
and commutment. 


Adams Criticizes Bruton’s Refusal To Meet SF 


MS0111154395 Dublin THE IRISH TIMES in Englich 
30 Oct VS pb 


[Report by Dick Hogan, incorporating remarks by Sinn 
Fein Presidem Gerry Adams in Inchigecla, date not 
given: “Bruton Pandered to Unionism, Says Adams | 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Cork — The Taotse-ch’s 
[prime minister] refusal to meet the Sinn Fein (SF) 
president and the SDLP [Social Democratic and Labour 
Party) leader last week bad sent a shudder through the 
nationalist community, Mr Gerry Adams [President Sinn 
Fein} said at the weekend. 


Al a news conference in Inchigee!a, Co (County) Cork, 
where he attended the annual Slogadh [as published) 
Sinn Fein cultural conference, Mr Adams sand — Mr 
Bruton’s refusal was seen by nationalists as pandering 
to unionists and was sending out the wrong sipne's 


He and the SDLP leader, Mr John Hume, had wanted 
to meet Mr Bruton, he added. because they had joint 
proposals to pul to him in an effort to move the peace 


process forward 


In the light of the Taoiseach’s rciusal to agree to the 
meeting. the proposals had been sent to the Government. 
but so far there had been no response 


“I have correctly and accurately commended John 
Bruton for the way he engaged in the process. | do think 
his refusal to hold that meeting and it is a matter for his 
judgment has sent almost a shudder through nationalist 
republican Ireland because it seems to he pendenng to 
umonism. 


“l applaud and commend al! efforts to pei whom 
involved but that should not amount to letting them 
dictate who should meet whom 


“Secondly, | want to make the point that the utterances 
of the Taoiseach since then have also caused some 
considerable concern, and | think it would he better, 
perhaps, when | have had the opportunity to talk to 
Mr Bruton privately to then articulate my views on 
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CDU Reported Preparing Kohl Succecsion 
LD3110120095 Berlin N-TV in German 
1100 GMT 31 Oct 95 


{FBIS Translated Text] The CDU [Christian Democr2**< 
1"uion] is preparing Wolfgang Schaeuble to succeed 
Chancellor Helmw Kohli. At least, that is what the 
news magazine STERN 1s reporting. STERN says 
that Schaeuble, currently CDU/CSU [Christian Social 
Union] parliamentary group leader, will replace Kohl 
as party leader in 1997. He would not be a candidate 
for chancellor yet — Kohl would remain head of 
government until Lower House elections in 1998. In 
this way, the CDU/CSU hopes not to endanger its slim 
majority in the Lower House. STERN says that the twin 
image of Kohl and Schaeuble will be attractive to the 
voters. Schaeubie’s office denied STERN’s story and 
described it as, I quote: completely fictitious. 


Ruehe Outlines Bundeswehr’s Future Tasks 


AU0111094795 Hamburg WELT AM SONNTAG 
in German 29 Oct 95 pp 25-26 


[Speech by Defense Minister Volker Ruehe at the 
WELT AM SONNTAG forum “Bundeswehr and So- 
ciety” in Berlin on 23 October] 


[FBIS Translated Text} Let us start this forum by com- 
memorating the crew of the Luftwaffe Transall aircraft 
who died in a crash on the Azores yesterday. This tragic 
news has come as a shock to the Bundeswehr. 


1 would like to thank WELT AM SONNTAG for once 
again dedicating this forum to the Bundeswehr this year. 
Forty years of Bundeswehr — that is a proud date for 
the German armed forces. Forty years of Bundeswehr 
reflects the history of our country, its external and 
internal developments, its situation, and its interests. 
And these 40 years reflect the history of Europe and 
NATO, to which Germany owes so much in terms of 
freedom, peace, and stability. 


The establishing of the Bundeswehr and its integration 
into an alliance of parliamentary democracies was a new 
beginning in military and moral terms — a step of his- 
toric importance. Konrad Adenauer linked the lessons of 
history to European vision and applied politics: It was 
only within the alliance that the Federal Republic could 
achieve sovereignty and protection from an overpower- 
ing threat. The United States’s commitment in and to 
Europe was to give our continent security and stability. 
Solidarity with the partners in the alliance required a 
German contribution to defense. 

Konrad Adenauer said on the eve of NATO accession in 


1955: “We are now in the strongest ever alliance. it will 
bring us reunification.” History has proved him right. 
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Forty years of Bundeswehr — that is four decades of 
preventing wars in the most difficult umes. The deter- 
rence system of conventional and nuclear forces, the 
interrelation of defense and detente — all that was an 
intellectual and moral challenge that can only be under- 
stood from the special situation of the Cold War and a 
possible apocalypse. This philosophy culminated in the 
1979 NATO double-track decision. This approach has 
had a revolutionary effect — armament led to disarma- 
ment, thus providing more security. Soviet armament 
finally culminated in the preparedness to change. 


Forty years of Bundeswehr, that also means the Baron- 
Stein Prize being awarded to Generals Count Baud- 
issin, de Maiziere, and Count Kielmannsegg. The in- 
ternal leadership was thus given social attention and 
recognition. 


Forty years of Bundeswehr — that means reconciliation 
and identification with the army in a democracy on part 
of the Social Democratic Party and the trade unions. 


Forty years of Bundeswehr means educational reform 
within the armed forces and the establishing of Bun- 
deswehr universities. 


Forty years of Bundeswehr also means a second, 
younger anniversary of great importance: Five years 
of unification army — a unique contribution to the 
internal unity of Germany. 


We can be proud of everything that the Bundeswehr has 
achieved so far. But big tasks lie ahead of us. These 
tasks and the restructuring that yoes hand in hand with 
them only become understandable, if they are seen in 
connection with the future European security structure. 


There are three big challenges ahead of us: 


— We must help the nations in the former Yugoslavia 
find peace. 


— We must gear the Atlantic Alliance and the EU to 
the future while at the same time opening them to the 
new democracies in the east. 


— And finally we have to include Russia in this process 
— as political, economic, and strategic partner. 


The peace process in the former Yugoslavia is beginning 
to bear fruit. Since a cease-fire was concluded, the 
people in Bosnia can finally breathe again. Electricity 
and gas are again available in Sarajevo. We saw too 
much cruelty, too much inability to have peace, and 
too little European civilization over the past few years. 
But even the parties to the conflict have finally realized: 
There is no alternative to the peace process. 
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The determination not to tolerate any more has brought 
about the change. France must be thanked for its initia- 
tive to set up the Rapid Reaction Force; this has finally 
freed the blue helmets from their degrading situation of 
being victims of politically organized inferiority. 


Then NATO freed itself from the chains of contradictory 
UN mandates. And finally the United States threw its 
entire weight in: in political, diplomatic, and military 
terms. 


The spiral of violence and counterviolence has been 
stopped. With the negotiations in the United States at 
the end of this month the peace process will enter a 
new stage. Our goal for the Paris peace conference is 
a strong peace agreement, which actually deserves to 
be called that, because it gives all the parties a fair 
chance. Between the Croats and the Serbs, the Bosnian 
Muslims are the weakest link in the chain. They need 
special protection. 


If peace comes about, it has to be secured by military 
means. It would be naive to believe that peaceful 
coexistence without violence can be achieved overnight. 
That is why we need robust peace troops, which counter 
any violation of the peace agreement and make peace 
among the parties to the conflict. 


The United States’s participation is decisive for the 
success of this mission. The precondition for this ‘« an 
operation controlled by NATO. What is also inaportant 
is that Russia is included appropriately. Unless this 
is the case, Moscow is very unlikely to agree to a 
UN mandate. Politicians, diplomats, and soldiers are 
currently trying to square the circle — participation yes, 
co- determination no; preserving a uniform leadership, 
but being open for non-NATO states. 


Chances are that with some imagination and good will 
on both sides we will find a solution. We must, and 
we want to, pass the test of not only talking about 
partnership, but of meaning it as well. But Russia also 
has to make concessions to NATO. This is not least a 
process that requires patience on our part and the insight 
on Moscow's part that not everything that is required in 
Russia's own interest comes under electioneering. 


The establishing of functioning structures, the prepa- 
ration of elections, and economic recovery — all this 
determines the stability in the former Yugoslavia, es- 
pecially in Bosnia. The means that are required for this 
are enormous. But war is even more expensive. The EU 
will play a central role, but its financial means are also 
limited. What the EU can promise is the way toward Eu- 
rope — step by step and with intervals to establish the 
necessary link with the overall development of southeast 
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Europe. The EU needs an overall strategy for moving 
all the states in that region closer to 1. 


A strong peace solution also needs arms control. Low- 
level military balance is required. Disarmament, not 
armament, is the dictates of the moment. 


What our country has achieved for the former Yu- 
goslavia despite the burden of our unification process is 
all too easily swept aside in international comparisons: 
More than 400,000 refugees have found shelter in our 
country — that is more than SO percent of all refugees. 
Our humanitarian aid amounts to over 15 billion Ger- 
man marks. And Germany will also play a responsible 
role in reconstruction — and it will play an equally re- 
sponsible role when it comes to distributing the funds. 


Over the past few weeks, the “Tornado” unit in Italy and 
the medical unit in Split have contributed an efficient 
and important share, which has met with praise and 
recognition everywhere. Germany's mission for peace 
has lent us a voice and weight in politics and diplomacy. 


We are meeting our responsibility — also with regard 
to the upcoming NATO operation for securing peace 
by military means. We contribute what is appropriate 
and makes sense, what is in line with our possibilities, 
what helps solve problems and does not create any 
new ones. We can only use the Bundeswehr that we 
have, not the forces that still have to be established. 
That is why it is hard work, but worth the effort, to 
make decisions on foreign missions carefully and with 
good judgment. Transport units, medical orderlies, and 
engineers are in short supply. Our contribution will 
focus on supporting and supplying the peace troops. 
The German contribution will amount to some 4,000 
troops. Due to the urgently necessary preparations, the 
earliest date for deploying the bulk of the forces is in 
eight weeks. 


There should be a clear time limit to the operation from 
the start. The envisaged timeframe is one year. By then 
it must be clear whether peace will hold. We must target 
at a clear reduction of the peace troops after the first six 
months. 


A final decision on the German contribution and the tim- 
ing of deployment is made irrespective of the outcome 
of the peace process. The Bundestag will then also have 
tc deal with the matter. 


The year 1996 will be an important one for Europe. 
Our historic task is to unify Europe in freedom. What 
counts in this connection is not expansion. We want to 
meet our historic obligations, fulfill the free will of free 
nations that are knocking on our doors and demand the 
right of choosing alliances freely. Neither NATO, nor 
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the EU are private parties. Keeping the doors closed 
would be directed against history and immoral. 


The opening of the alliance to new members is irre- 
versible. The conditions for membership were laic down 
in a study published by NATO recently. Now the can- 
didates can systematically be prepared for membership. 
NATO is acting in a determined and consistent way in 
this. 

Parallel to the opening of NATO and the EU, coopera- 
tion is stepped up with the countries that do not want to 
become members. New membership and new partner- 
ship must go together. 


The alliance has made a far-reaching offer for partner- 
ship to Russia, which deserves to be called privileged 
and strategic. Russia is to be granted a maximum de- 
gree of participation. But, of course, there must be no 
right to veto and no co-determination at the expense 
of third parties. Clear objectives and a long breath are 
needed in relations with Russia. We want and we need 
partnership, but at the same time we have to protect 
ourselves against setbacks. The two key words of our 
political strategy are cooperation and security within the 
alliance. 


The Bundeswehr continues to be the backbone of 
NATO defense in Europe. But we can no longer restrict 
ourselves to it. What used to be a threat in the past 
is instability today. We must basically accept the same 
responsibility as Our major partners in the alliance. 


The Bundeswehr is getting a new face. The points have 
been set. The task is clear. The structure and location 
have been decided. Equipment planning is underway. 


There will be main defense and crisis reaction forces, 
which will be closely related to each other. The central 
idea of the army of unity also characterizes the future 
Bundeswehr. Its structures include the old and new 
laender. Control is carried out both from the east and 
the west. 


Once again the Bundeswehr has a sound financial basis. 
Following the drastic cuts of the past few years, we 
have a reliable budget perspective today. The budget 
will begis to grow again as of 1998. With an ambitious 
internal rationalization program of over 300 points, we 
want to get the share of investment up to 30 percent in 
the medium term. 


We are facing two central tasks: 


— We have to develop the ability to react to crises 
and equip our units accordingly. Reconnaissance and 
communication afe priorities, as is mobility over big 
distances. Our units must be supported in accordance 
with Germar standards in terms of logistics and medical 
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services. Since our forces are only equipped for missions 
in their own country, there is a great deal to catch up 
in terms of logistics and medical services. 


— Second, we must also make provisions for keeping 
our main defense forces modern beyond the year 2000. 
Crisis reaction and main defense forces must be kept at 
a consistent technical level in the long term. 


This is only possible, if three preconditions are met: 


— First, we have to secure and maintain the funding of 
major projects. 


— Second, we need an efficient defense industry, which 
can develop and produce modern material in close 
cooperation with our European partners. 


— Third, the necessary modernization must be con- 
trolled in accordance with military requirements and 
economic criteria. 


With our material planning, which I introduced to the 
public recently, the capacity for crisis reaction will be 
increased step by step over the next few years. Everyone 
must be aware of the fact that we are making the 
Bundeswehr carefully familiar with its new structures. 
Many people seem to forget where we are coming from. 


The Bundeswehr used to be an army of ground troops 
geared to central Europe. We will not attain the capacity 
for crisis reaction with new structures before the turn 
of the millennium. It is not so much the extent of our 
participation in new tasks that counts. What is important 
is the political and mental quality of the process. 


Scharping Defends Comments on Monetary Union 


LDO1] 11094395 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 
0352 GMT | Nov 95 


[FBIS Translated Text} Hamburg (DDP-ADN) — SPD 
{Social Democratic Party of Germany] leader Rudolf 
Scharping has defended his controversial comments 
on European monetary union and at the same time 
warned against making the agreed timetable the main 
criteria for the introduction of the European currency. 
In an interview with BILD newspaper, he said that 
good economic sense is the mosi important thing. 
The decisive thing is not whether a single currency 
is introduced in 1999 or somewhat later. “It is more 
important that economic stability is guaranteed. Only 
then can we give up the deutschmark,” the party leader 
said. “Only then may the Bundestag and Bundesrat 
agree to monetary union.” The SPD leader stressed 
that the discussion about the chances and risks of the 
European currency has to be carried out now, “so that 
the same mistakes aren't made that were made with the 
Maastricht treaty.” 
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Deputy SPD Chairman Oskar Lafontaine suid on ARD 
Television Network's Tagesthemen program on Tues- 
day [31 October] evening that if the stability criteria are 
fulfilled on one day, “that in no way means they are ful- 
filled for the years after that.” The EU states concerned 
must therefore agree to satisfy the stability criteria for a 
long period after monetary union. Thus monetary union 
cannot happen without a coordination of economic, fis- 
cal, and wages policies, the head of government of Saar- 
land said. Monetary union can only function “if we also 
have an economic union.” 


Schroeder Plans To Use Euro-Currency in 
Campaign 


AU3110102395 Hamburg DER SPIEGEL in German 
30 Oct 9S p 16 


(Unattributed report: “Discovery of National Topicꝰ] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Gerhard Schroeder has discov- 
ered a potential election campaign hit for the Social 
Democratic Party of Germany: fear abou the German 
mark. The 1998 Bundestag elections will be decided 
by a “large-scale controversy” over the EU and the Eu- 
ropean currency. Schroeder stated: “Finally we Social 
Democrats have a national topic again.” 


The timing is tempting: According to the Maastricht 
Treaty, a uniform currency is to be introduced in Europe 
at the beginning of 1999 at the latest. In plain language: 
in the middle of the election campaign. There is no 
doubt that Schroeder considers himself to be the suitable 
candidate for presenting himself as the rescuer of the 
mark against Helmut “Euro” Kohl, the betrayer of the 
mark, the savers, and the pensioners. 
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At the exclusive Hamburg Overseas Club last Wednes- 
day [25 October], Schroeder appealed so emphatically 
to German experiences it was as though the election 
campaign had already started. He spoke of “major po- 
litical problems” that would result if the implementation 
of Monetary Union, planned for 1999 at the latest, were 
to be “tackleci in the wrong way.” “One must know 
that fears of inflation still prevail in this country, either 
because people know it from their own experience or 
because others tuld them about it,” Schroeder stated. 


"I want the debate about monetary union to be based on 
economic arguments and nothing else,” Schroeder, who 
also views himself as an advocate of industrial interests, 
stated. What is the use of a Monetary Union, which 
might only include Germany, France, and Luxembourg 
at the beginning because countries with weak currencies 
like England, Italy, and Spain cannot fulfill the stability 
criteria? These countries will continue to be the targets 
of international currency speculators. 


Schroeder is not worried that his initiative might be 
viewed as populism. He is not even afraid of comparison 
with Peter Gauweiler. The populist from the Christian 
Social Union [CSU] fanned fears of “esperanto money” 
as early as in 1992. 


“Gauweiler intelligent — why not?” Schroeder asked. 
Yet he does not like the language of the CSU official. 
The Lower Saxony minister-president prefers to warn 
against “monopoly money.” 
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Minister Outlines Foreign Trade Priorities 


BR3110125395 Paris LE FIGARO (LE 
FIGARO-ECONOMIE supplement) in French 
31 Oct 9S pil 


[Interview with Christine Chauvet, secretary of state 
for foreign trade, by Marie-France Calle and Georges 
Potriquet; place and date not given: “Christine Chauvet: 
“We Must Better Coordinate What Is Sometimes Done 
in a Disorderly Fashion’”] 

FBIS Translated Text] [LE FIGARO] Alt a time when 
the state must or should contain public spending and 
lighten its structures, is a Foreign Trade Ministry still 
necessary? 

[Chauvet] I would say that at a time when Frince needs 
to create jobs it is more necessary than ever to promote, 
organize, and structure foreign trade, to have a strong 
mechanism, and to better coordinate what is sometimes 
done in a disorderly fashion. It is also the role of the 
secretary of state for foreign trade to help bring the 
French into foreign markets ad into the international 
scene. We must view foreign trade as one of the prime 
movers of employment since a market share is a share 
in jobs. Anyway, one French worker in four is already 
working directly for the exports sector. 


In addition, my many contacts in France and abroad 
with companies, federations and French representations 
in other countries confirm for me that the existence and 
actions of my ministry do indeed reply to companies’ 
demands and requirements. 


[LE FIGARO] How far have you got with reorganizing 
public resources for supporting foreign trade which 
everyone says are too numerous and only randomly 
effective? This reorganization was expected at the end 


of September but now appears to have been postponed 
until a later date. 


(Chauvet) Without actually unveiling the reform, I do 
not believe there to be any superfluous bodies. Our 
concern is how to best coordinate their action so that we 
can be more on the offensive. Our U.S. competitors have 
150 such bodies, and we are a long way off having so 
many. We must just ensure that we combine our efforts. 


At the regional level, our concern is to set in place a 
mechanism that all companies can use, and especially 
the small- and medium- sized companies. We have to 
simplify access to it without, however, creating a one- 
stop mechanism. We must work toward this, especially 
with regard to the knowledge of the procedures that 
have to be followed to gain access to these markets. We 
are trying to work with the regions. We have already 
done so in Aquitaine where there are 22 export bureaus, 
and we are trying to launch similar kinds of operations 
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everywhere and especially in the Seine-ct-Marne, Ile- 
de-France, and Rhone-Alpes regions. 


At the national level and abroad we intend adopting the 
same procedure by working closely with chambers of 
commerce, the employers’ unions, export clubs, foreign 
trade advisers, professional federations, and so on. 


[LE FIGARO] Would not a real reform be to copy the 
U.S. model which involves the pelitical powers to a 
greater extent at the highest level in key negotiations? 


[Chauvet] I would indeed like to see more mobilization 
at a political level. The will is there and the head of state 
and the prime minister are themselves ready to take the 
lead in these crusades to win market share. This is quite 
a change compared with the previous presidency. 


We are already working, in the government, with a 
symbiosis among the various ministries - Foreign 
Ministry, Culture Ministry, Cooperation Ministry, and 
sO On. 


[LE FIGARO] Recent foreign trade results have shown 
that the boycotts recommended by international associ- 
ations opposed to French nuclear tests have had little 
impact on French exports. Can that continue? 


[Chauvet] We are very vigilant, but the impact in 
Asia and Oceania has been very insignificant. | note 
that AXA [insurance company] brought off a major 
deal in Australia at the height of the crisis and the 
Regional Transport Aircraft group won a contract for 
lease-management aircraft in New Zealand at the same 
time. Japan itself did not start a boycott or a trade war 
which everyone would have suffered from. We are in 
fact making good progress with Japan since we are 
continuing to reabsorb our trade deficit with it. Where 
Scandinavia and the countries of Northern Europe are 
concerned, we are more vigilant since that is where 
there is more tension, especially for wines and cheeses. 
However orders appear to be coming in at the usual rate. 


[LE FIGARO) How would you explain the fact that 
on certain markets that should be close to France we 
are often beaten by our neighbors. For example, from 
Lebanon to Africa, the Italians getting in ahead of us. 


{Chauvet} Perhaps in those countries the Italians have 
taken the lead, but the low level of the lira has certainly 
had some effect. This is why we must rearm and ensure 
that we remain together. It is true too that in Lebanon we 
should have more of a presence since we are currently 
Beirut’s fourth largest supplier only. This is why we are 
sending a delegation of 20 or so companies from all over 
France to Lebanon in mid-December. We aim to serve 
our companies. We have to be their guide and direct 
them to target markets. We have identified around 20 
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countries in which we intend concentrating our efforts, 
although we will not as a result be neglecting others in 
Asia, Latin America, central Europe, Africa, and so on. 


[LE FIGARO] Which are the main target countries? 


[Chauvet] Leaving aside the United States and Japan, 
which are our two priorities whatever happens, we have 
to go in search of growth wherever it is to be found since 
that is where we will have the most chance of winning 
market share, remembering all the while that that is 
what creates jobs. In Asia, China is naturally of great 
interest to us. We must encourage companies to work 
on new, special economic zones. In other emerging 
Asian markets such as the Philippines and Malaysia, 
joint ventures are recommended. I will not forget India 
that is sometimes treated lightly by French company 
bosses who have a rather stereotyped image of the 
subcontinent. Nor should we wait for the Germans and 
the Americans to get a foothold. 


In Latin America the need for infrastructures is esti- 
mated at $60 billion, while there is $100 billion of in- 
vestment planned to develop infrastructures in China out 
of total needs estimated at around $1 trillion. 


In Eastern Europe, some countries such as the Czech 
Republic, Poland, and Hungary are all worthy of our 
attenuon. 


In Africa, we have agreed with [Cooperation Minister] 
Jacques Godfrain that we will try to move into the 
English-speaking markets while continuing to develop 
exchanges with French-speaking countries. 


Finally, let us not forget that 60 percent of our trade 
is with EU countries, and there is no question of them 
being at all neglected. 


[LE FIGARO] In Europe are you not handicapped by 
the weakness of the lira you mentioned and of the 


British pound? 


[Chauvet] It does have an effect in certain sectors, such 
as machine tools and textiles, where we have run into 
a few problems, especially with Italy. However, Europe 
should play its buffering role since you cannot on the 
one hand continue to subsidize some Italian products 
and on the other hand agree to this unfair competition. 
This is why a single currency is so important. There is 
also the problem of the undervalued dollar which is pe- 
nalizing the French aeronautics industry. Nevertheless, | 
would mention that the mark and the yen are also strong 
currencies, sometimes much stronger, and that Germany 
and Japan nevertheless lead us in foreign trade. So we 
must seize the opportunities presented by this situation. 
The Germans and the Japanese are investing and thereby 
profiting from their strong currencies. The French could 
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do much the same thing on the U.S. market, for cxam- 
ple. Foreign trade requires imagination and flexibility. 


Foreign Minister on Quebec Referendum Result 


LD3110190895 Paris France-inter Radio Network 
in French 1800 GMT 31 Oct 95 


[FBIS Translated Text} The Quai d'Orsay has taken note 
of the results of the Quebec referendum in a discreet 
communique. It also recalled the links exisung between 
France and Quebec. 


French Foreign Minister Herve de Charetie addressed 
the deputies this afternoon. He acknowledged both the 
Quebec fleur de lys and the Canadian maple leaf: 


[begin de Charette recording] France would like to 
extend to those who hoped for a positive result in this 
referendum — in other words, to our dear cousins of 
this province which is so beautiful — a message which 
has remained the same, a message from the heart 


France would like to extend its second message to those 
who, in Quebec, have decided to reject the sovereignty 
plan. It is a message of respect. This is the choice of a 
majority of Quebeckers. We must scrupulously respect 
it, and this does not mean that France's affection for 
Quebec will change. [end recording] 


Paris To Boost Naval Cooperation With London 


BR3110153995 Paris LA TRIBUNE DESFOSSES 
in French 31 Oat 95S p3 


[Report signed “O.P.": “Cooperation in Air Force and 
Navy |] 


{[FBIS Translated Text) While progress is gradual, it 
is having concrete results. This was the conclusion of 
French President Jacques Chirac and UK Prime Minister 
John Major on the subject of the European Air Group. 
After all this group is so far only made up of French 
and British forces. It was planned in November 1994 
at the last bilateral summit in Chartres. One year later 
the project has come together, albeit modestly, with 
the establishment at the High Wycombe air base to 
the northwest of London of a French-British force of a 
dozen or so men. They will be charged with the future 
coordination of the operations of the French and British 
Air Forces in peacekeeping operations and humanitanan 
escorts. 


Toward More Concrete Relations 


Paris and London are therefore looking to translate their 
good military relations born out of their respective com- 
mitments in the former Yugoslavia into more concrete 
relations. Jacques Chirac and John Major are now look- 
ing to go further by harmonizing their air operations so 
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that thei refuciiers, Mirage and Tornado combat air- 
craft, and the Transall and Hercules cargo planes can 
imtervene with perfect coordination in future Rwanda, 
Cambodia, or Yugoslavia- type crises. 


However, the French-British discussions in terms of 
military cooperation should go beyond just this air 
group. French Defense Minister Charles Millon is also 
involved. One of the key subjects al the moment is 
the nuclear issuc. First because John Major, despite 
hundreds of demonstrators in Britain protesting against 
the third French nucicar test, has given his explicit 
support to Jacques Chirac and his decision to resiart 
the tests. In doing so he is stressing that Paris and 
London are the only European capitals to possess a 
nuclear capacity. This could lead us to suppose that 
the (highly) exploratory discussions on the construction 
of a future European defense and its possible nuclear 
capability will have to take the British and French 
situation into account — even if the British atomic force 
is under U.S. control and military ties between London 
and Washington, via NATO, are even closer than the 
European defense projects 


The French and the British, whose navies will hence- 
forth engage im joint traming and maneuvers, are for 
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example discussing a future European naval air grown 
which could combine the French Charlies de Gaulle nu- 
clear aircraft carrier with British carriers. Such collab- 
orauon would make it possible to generate savings on 
operating and manufacturing costs. France would not 
have to build a second aircraft carner. Moreover, this 
naval air group could be protected by Horizon antuair- 
craft frigates that result from the joint French, British, 
and Italian project. 


Finaliy, neither the French or the British have ruled out 
the idea of working together in the field of nucicar 
submarines, with joint patrols, for example in the 
Atlantic. The British press even reckons that Pans and 
London have recently exchanged data on their nuclear 
programs since the restart of French nuclear tests in 
the Pacific. However, to go any further would mean 
forgetting the aborted bilateral long-range air-to-ground 
missile project which had a development cost of 10-15 
billion French francs. London finally pulled out of the 
project leaving Pans wondering whether it should or can 
go it alone. 
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Freedom Alliance Dividec on ‘Super-Government’ 
BR3110122495 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
30 Ot OS pb 


(Unattributed report: “Disagreement in Freedom Al- 
liance About Super-Government”] 

[FBIS Translated Text] Rome — Even if it is rejected by 
Fini and D’Alema, the super-government has taken its 
place in political debate and one can predict that it wil! 
stay there for a long time to come. It is primarily within 
the Freedom Alliance, in particular, that the scenario 
of an “all-inclusive” government — a government of 
“broad understanding’ — as Casini and Masiella’s 
Christian Democrats dubbed it — continues to keep the 
controversy at a high level. 


The reasons which those who suppor the “super- 
government” give for supporting their gal are that only 
with this kind of government it will be possible to 
“take the rancor out of the political climate,” which has 
become extremely tense in recent months, and under- 
take the institutional reform deemed necessary before 
the election. It is obvious that Casini, Mastella, and 
Buttiglione fear that the embitiermeni of the political 
climate will induce the center-Right to radicalize fur- 
ther toward the Left, thus scaring away more moderate 
voters. 


The “bushes” of the center-Right — but also those on 
the center-Left — are surely combative and aimed at 
doing battle all the way, but they could do little or 
nothing when confronted with the desire of the main 
leaders of the opposing alignments if they did not have 
institutional sponsors on their side who had the influence 
of the president of the Republic and the speakers of the 
two houses of parliament, convinced that it is necessary 
ts undertake some kind of reform before holdisg the 
early elections which Fini, Berlusconi, and D’Alema 
say that they still want to have no later than March. Nei 
only that, but even Prime Minister Dini recently listed 
the seven reforms which, in his opinion, a government 
should tackle in order to put some order into Italy's 
politic'al chaos. 


The clash within the Freedom Alliance was once again 
between Fini and Berlusconi, on the one hand, and 
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Casini and Buttiglione, on the other. Yesterday, how- 
ever, the CDU [United Christian Democrats] secretary 
{Buitiglione] introduced a new clement into this de- 
bate in the Freedom Alliance, criticizing the super- 
government, although al the same time maintaining that, 
after Dini — who officially announced in the Chamber 
that he would resign by 31 December — a government 
would ‘Se needed for the six months of Italy's EU pres- 
iden y. 


The secretary repeated tiie Criticisms to the government 
and to the majority of the center-Left which supports 
him and which won the battle against the Freedom 
Alliance in the Chamber. According to Buttighone, this 
is a government “which does not have the majority to get 
the budget approved and a Left which has proclaimed 
that it has a majority without having the strength for 
the role. According to Buttiglione, al! this is a sign and 
result of the prevailing confusion: “1 am not a good 
politician,” Buttighone said, “and I have not understood 
much of what has happened in parliament, since we 
have a government that says that it wants to last in 
order to pass the budget. Yet, to do that it is putting 
together (i majority that says it will not pass the budget. 
There is a great deal of confusion. Any attack on logic 
may also be an attack on parliamentary procedure. We. 
however, will firmly continue working for the good of 
the couniry.” 


For the leader the super-government is not a good 
thing, and << far as the “interests of the country are 
concerned the budget 1s not a good thing either, yet the 
Freedom Alliance should not merely reject it. Rather, 
it must be “profoundiy changed” because as it stands 
now it humiliates the Italy that works and is liable to 
discourage those who are productive.” So that means a 
“no” to super-government, but we should not go to the 
polls immediately, because there is a need “to govern 
Italy during its six-month EU presidency. After all. 
Europe is Italy's salvation” and it would be good to 
undertake some institutional reforms before facing the 
voters. 
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Poll Shows Gap Between PSOE, PP Narrowing 


LD3110220095 Madrid RNE-I Radio Network 
in Spanish 1830 GMT 31 Oct 95 


(FBIS Translated Text] The latest poll by the CIS, 
was already known: The Popular Party [PP] leads the 
Spanish Socialist Workers’ Party [PSOE] in terms of 
voter intentions, but — and this is the new development 
— the gap has narrowed. Another interesting piece 
of information is that those polled have not given a 
passing gradeto any political leader. Without achieving 
five points, the most highly regarded is Julio Anguita, 
followed by Jose Maria Aznar and Felipe Gonzalez. 
These are some of the details thrown up by the poll 
Carried out between 13 and 17 September, but there are 
more and here is a report from Maria Jesus Chao: 


[Begin Chao recording) The PP leads the PSOE by 
8.3 points in voter ‘atentions, according to the latest 
sounding by the CIS on the basis of an opinion 
poll carried out between 13 and 17 September. This 
narrowing of the gap between the PP and the PSOE 
is the result of a slight loss of suppor by the PT, 
whose share of the intended vote has dropped from 41.5 
percent to 40.2 percent, while support for the PSOE 
remains practically the same — they have gone from 
31.7 percent to 31.9 percent. United Left's share of the 
vote has fallen by three-tenths of a point. 


As regards an assessment of the political leaders, none 
of them gets a passing grade. The most highly regarded, 
Julio Anguita, gets 4.8 points on a scale from zero to 10. 
He is followed by Jose Maria Aznar with 4.2, ahead of 
Felipe Gonzalez with 3.8. The poll also reflects Felipe 
Gonzalez’s loss of credibility, since 66 percent of those 
polled say that they have lost confidence in the PSOE 
leader. Neither is Aznar seen as a credible leader — he 
inspires little or no confidence in 65 percent of those 
polled. Gonzalez and Aznar are practically tied when 
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respondents are asked which of the two they would 
prefer as the next prime minister: for Gonzalez 30.4 
percent, and for Aznar 30.2. [end recording) 


Government Compensates for Budget Rejection 
LD2710191395 Madrid TVE Internacional Television 
in Spanish 1400 GMT 27 Oct 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt) Two days after the rejection 
of the budget, the government has approved spending 
cuts of 750 billion pesetas for next year it: order to meet 
the EU's targets for reducing the public deficit. This cut 
does not have to be approved by parliament. What will 
have to be endorsed is the decree which the government 
will approve to increase pensions and public sector pay. 
This decree will also include income tax changes and 
increases in taxation on gasoline, tobacco, and alcohol. 


The spending cut is as planned by the government in the 
budget which was rejected: some 800 billion pesetas. 
The cut will affect all ministries and will mean that 
they will be able to purchase less, transfer less money 
to the autonomous Communities and to public sector 
companies, and invest somewhat less. All departments 
will now have to specify what spending they will cut. 
The cuts will be greatest in the Ministries of Labor and 
Social Security, Industry, and Agriculture. This cut does 
not require approval by parliament and it seeks to calm 
the markets and to reduce the deficit in order to converge 
with Europe. [passage omitted] 


However, nearly 325 billion pesetas more will be spent 
on pensions and public sector pay, which will rise by 
3.5 percent in January. This increase will be included in 
a decree which will require parliamentary approval, and 
this will also contain the income tax changes and the 
3.5-percent increase in taxes on gasoline, tobacco, and 
alcohol and in the scale of Social Security contributions. 
[passage omitted] 
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Finland 
Lipponen Supports Forces’ Presence in Bosnia 
120111160995 Helsinks Suomen Yieisradio Network 
in Swedish 1400 GMT 1 Now 95 


{FBIS Translated Text} Prime Minister Paavo Lipponcn 
is advocating that Finland should take pari in the 
planned peacekeeping operation in Bosnia. He says that 
Finland's own defense needs the expenence thal such an 
operation will provide. If Finland will not make use of 
the experiences, it means in practice thal the country's 
own defense will be impaired, Lipponen says. 


Lipponen was speaking in parlament this afternoon 
where the debate on security policy continues. The gov- 
ernment wants to change the law on the peacckecping 
troops in such a way that a special crisis management 
force can be established. The torce would be authorized 
to use arms for reactive purposes. 


Parliament Backs Proposal 


AU0211110895 Paris AFP in English 
1013 GMT 2 Now 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Helsinki, Nov 2 (AFP) — The 
Finnish parliament on Thursday [2 November) gave its 
backing to the government's plan to set up a rapid 
deployment force that would be used for peacekeeping 
operations, possibly in Bosnia. 


The assembly, with 120 votes in favor, 54 against and 
cight abstentions, backed a report by the parliament's 
foreign affairs committee which favored a government 
proposal to set up a rapid deplo yment force that would 
be part of a Nordic batallion. 


Prime Minister Paavo Lipponen said Wednesday that 
such a force would gain valuable experience by taking 
part in the Bosnian peace process. 


He also assured opponents that the force would not lead 
to Finland becoming a member of the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization. 


Opponents of the rapid deployment force want Finland 


to only take part in traditional peacekeeping operations 
and favor the use of arms only in self defense. 


Lipponen Says NATO Membership Not 
‘Meaningful’ 

LD0111190795 Helsinki Suomen Yieisradio Network 
in Finnish 1530 GMT 1 Now 9S 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Finnish Prime Minister 
Paavo Lipponen has warned Finland against joining 
the foolish. This danger is imminent if Finland docs 
not join the Cooperation in international peacekecping. 
geccording to Lipponen. In the Diet's security policy 
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ochate the prime minisicr advocated that Finland should 
take part in the new peacekeeping operation in Bosnia. 
Lipponen also told the Dict about a NATO report by 
the generals that takes a very critical view of Finland's 
NATO membership. Jarkko Juselius reports. 


{Juselius}] [passage omiticd] Pnme Minister Lipponen 
also defended the rapid reaction forces proposed by 
the government from the viewpoint of Nordic cooper- 
ation. A Nord origade for international Cooperation 
could be established later. According to Lipponen, in- 
ternational operations have to rely on NATO transport 
and data communications. However, Lipponen again re- 
jected Finland's membership of NATO. The Defense 
Committee, which acts as an adviser to the president, 
has received a report on the matter. 


[Begin Lipponen recording] The Defense Committee 
has received an analysis on — it has been drafted by 
our soldiers — how NATO membership will look. The 
soldiers’ analysis is very critical. Only one conclusion 
can be drawn: From the should | say military viewpoint, 
and thus also from the economic policy viewpoint 
it is not meaningful for Finland to apply for NATO 
membership. jend recording] 


Sweden 


Air Force Chief on Sale of Fighters to Hungary 


LD0111144195 Stockholm Sveriges Radio Network 
in Swedish 1130 GMT 1 Now 95 


|FBIS Translated Text) JAS 39 Gripen has now made 
its first flight in Hungary, which the industry hopes will 
be the first export country for the new Swedish fighter 
plane. At the same time, Air Force Chief Kent Harrskog 
visited his Hungarian opposite number. 


{Begin recording] |Harrskog] The interest is very high. 
There were some 50 to 100 journalists there on the first 
day, in addition to a large delegation from the Hungarian 
Air Force. Today we held talks with the Hungarian 
defense commitice and demonstrated the plane to them. 


(Correspondent Boerje Remdah!] What do your Hun- 
garian colleagues say about JAS as they see the plane? 


|Harrskog| Well, | have not heard any negative views 
at all; on the contrary, most of them are extremely 
positive Above all, they are positive about the way we 
are handling this. end recording] 


The Hungarian Air Force has now begun a technical 
assessment of JAS Gripen, and other systems in the 
Air Force may also be considered in an export deal. 
Hungary needs to build a completely new air defense 
which previously was Soviet-based, Harrskog says. 
At the same time, negotiations are under way on 
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extensive Swedish industrial invesiments in Hungary in 
compensation for possible deliveries of JAS planes. 


The competition from the American F-16 plane will, 
however, be tough. the Air Force Chicf believes, mainly 
because Hungary now wants defense cooperation with 
the West: 


[Begin recording) |Harrskog] li is largely a matter of 
the F-16 versus our Gripen. What is of great interest 


for Hungary is NATO membership, compatibility with 
NATO, and how (?Gripen) stands in this context. 


[Remdahl} Do you think it looks there will be a Swedish 
export deal for JAS in Hungary’ 


[Harrskog] It is impossibic to say. As in other contexts, | 
believe this is largely a question not only of whether the 
aircraft product is good or bad, but it is also a question 
of politics, trade policy, industrial reconstruction, and so 
forth. About the planes themselves, their performance, | 
believe that the Hungarians’ views right now are rather 
similar. What they have planned to do in the long term 
and the possibility of developing that [words indistinct} 
Gripen will be at the top for many, many years, while 
the F-16 is an older plane. What | believe is decisive are 
the industrial issues and payment issues. [end recording] 


Cartsson Joins Effort To Sell Hungary JAS 


96P20030A Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET 
in Swedish 25 Sep 9S p 46 


[Article by Sune Olofson: “Work of Art With Payback”) 


[FBIS Translated Text] Budapest — “The JAS 39 
Gripen is a work of art. We are seriously interested 
in purchasing around ¥) aircraft, and we have high 
expectations that Sweden, following the Wallenberg 
Group's promises of investments and aid in developing 
Hungarian industry.” 

This statement came during a conversation with Imre 
Mecs, chairman of the Hungarian Parliament's Defense 
Affairs Committee; Tibor Toth, permanent under secre- 
tary in the Defense Ministry; and Ferenc Toth, chief of 
the Defense Ministry's Materiel Acquisitions Unit. 

“If the technical and military evaluation of the JAS 
39 Gripen comes out well, we would be prepared in 
February next year to go further in negotiations on 
conditions regarding a possible purchase. However, the 
internal Hungarian political process regarding this issuc 
is still under way, and a decision to purchase has not yet 
been made. We are also going to evaluate other planes, 
and we may get a better offer,” asserted Tibor Toth. 


Mecs, who is an influential expert on defense and 
an clectrical engineer by profession, pointed out that 
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Hungary is sccking a powerful and versatile arcralt 
system. 


“Hungary is a small country, and that plane would be 
able to perform several different types of missions in 
a modern combat environment, and there is 90 dou 
that the JAS fits well with our goals. Sweden is the 
first country that offered us a package deal to include 
both an aircraft system and an industrial cooperation 
deal that could result in thousands of jobs. If this 
can also guaranice our future security, then everyonc 
realizes that the Swedish offer is tempting,” said Mecs. 
who is aware that such a high-technology plane as the 
Gripen also would require an expensive minimal of 
radar stations, communicat.ons equipment and the Air 
Force's command and control center. 


Common Solutions 


“The entire technical level in our Air Force must be 
raised. Likewise, education and training in Sweden 
would be required for out combat pilots. But I am 
convinced that we can cooperate and find common 
solutions with Swedish experts.” 


As soon as a few weeks from now, a Hungarian 
technical group will give a detailed military evaluation 
of the 39 Gripen in Sweden. Colonel Ferenc Toth will 
be included in the group. As head of the Defense 
Ministry's Material Acquisition Unit, his word carries 
a lot of weight, and he is obviously impressed with the 
39 Gripen. 


“lt is a fantastic airplane, a high-technology work of 
art, but it is expensive, and Hungary is a poor country. 
We have received a unique Counter-purchase deal and 
an offer of industrial cooperation with Sweden, which 
will likely strengthen our possibilities of paying for the 
plane.” 


How then does Ferenc Toth assess the competition 
from the U.S. if Hungary moreover achieves NATO 
membership? 

“The Americans until now have not demonstrated any 
great interest in selling aircraft. We have certainly 
received an offer regarding used, older-mode!l F-16 
aircraft, but we are not especially interested in this. Nor 
in the F-18, which we regard as being too large and 
expensive for Hungary. But it is possible we will be 
able to evaluate the latest version of the F-16 and the 
French Mirage 2000. 


“Promising” Offer 
Mecs, who two years ago met with Saab Board Chair- 


man Anders Scharp, characterizes the Wallenberg enter- 
prise’s offer for investments and assistance with indus- 
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trial development as “promising.” In November, Mecs 
will wavel Sweden on invitation of the Riksdag, and 
will then look more closely at the JAS. 


“Preliminary talks show that the Wallenberg Group 
is seriously interested in investing in Hungary, and 
we have noted with pleasure the wide support of 
Swedish businessmen in Budapest when the preliminary 
agreement between Hungary and Saab was signed on | 3 
Within three years, most of the Russian combat plane 
types, the MiG-21, MiG-23, and Se-22, will have been 
retired from the Hungarian Air Force. Defense Ministry 
plans include making a decision by the end of 1996 on 
the purchase of new planes, and delivery commencing 
in 1998/99. 


In 1989, before the dissolution of the Warsaw Pact, 
Hungary had 154,000 soldiers in its armed forces. By 
1995 this figure had dropped to 98,000, and in 1996 it 
will be down to 60,000. To this figure should be added 
from 15,000 to 20,000 men in the police/military border 
forces. 


“Our goals are connected with overall tends in 
Europe—a significantly smaller but more well-honed 
defense, asserts Mecs, who in 1956 during the Russian 
occupation was imprisoned and sentenced to death. But 
he survived and today is fighting for full Hungarian 
integration with the EU and NATO. 

“We have bitter experiences of how it is to be isolated 
and shut off from the rest of Europe, and this must not 
be repeated,” says Mocs. 


JAS To Become an Urgent Matter for the Swedish 
State 


Selling the JAS 39 Gripen will be an urgent matter of 
state. After the failed JAS deal with Finland three years 
ago, Saab contacted the Defense Ministry and proposed 
a joint effort for marketing and selling of this Swedish 
fighterplane the world over. 


Saab's goal is on the way to becoming fulfilled. In 
advance of a possible JAS deal with Hungary, Prime 
Minister Ingvar Carisson wrote a personal letter to 
counterpart Gyula Horn, and now the Swedish Credits 
Guarantee Agency has recently received a request from 
Saab regarding state credits for helping Hungary to pay 
for approximately 30 planes, a deal worth between five 
and seven billion kronor. 


A preliminary marketing study has found that from 
now until the year 2010, the countries that are potential 
customers for Swedish military equipment exports will 
be replacing around 1,700 combat aircraft. Saab expects 
to do battle to take home contracts for at least 500 
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of these deals, which would be worth an approximaic 
total of 110 billion kronor. If Saab is successful in this, 
it would be a significant contribution toward lowering 
the selling price for a possible third JAS production 
senes, and continuing development of the plane and the 
Swedish aviaiion industry. The 140 JAS planes that 
have been ordered so far will secure employment ai 
Saab until, at the latest, the year 2003. 


In conversations with the Government three years ago, 
Saab's assumption was that an aircraft manufacturer's 
competition would not be mainly with other companics, 
but with countries. U.S., British, and Freach aviation 
industries have an entirely different support from the 
state than what the Swedish aviation industry has so far 
gotten. Saab did not succeed in selling a single Viggen 
aircraft abroad, only used Drakens have been sold to 
Austria and Finland. [Denmark retired the last of its 
Drakens this year.) 


Successful British Model 


Saab marketing director Jan Hmmarstrom wanted to 
form a coordinating and referral group, the members 
for which would be taken from the Defense Ministry, 
the aviation industry, the Armed Forces Materiel Ac- 
quisition Administration, the War Materiels Export In- 
spectorate, and the Air Force. His model was the suc- 
cessful British export organization, the DESO (Defense 
Export Sales Organization), and also at stake is the un- 
casy question of whether the overall Swedish aviation 
industry can survive without a more positive state pol- 
icy. 


The idea was that such a group—a type of state 
plow—would propose and prepare marketing, political 
measures and inter-state guarantees. A contract for 
combat planes can run up to 30 years, demanding 
delivery guarantees of, for example, spare parts— 
regardiess of political changes in the countries in 
question. Companies can hardly give such guarantees. 


But such a group was never formalized. In the De- 
fense Ministry there existed fundamental doubts regard- 
ing how far the state should go in supporting individual 
companies. If the state places itself behind Saab in sell- 
ing of combat aircraft, should it also then help Volvo 
sell its trucks, Kosta its glassware, or Kalle its caviar? 
Also weighing in this Consideration was sensitive opin- 
ion regarding export of military equipment. 

With a Swedish defense establishment that is downsiz- 
ing, the government and Riksdag are confronting two 
alternatives: to increase our own exports and cooperate 
with those international Companies who can re-export 
Swedish products, or to accept that a significant ele- 
ment of our defense industry will be shut down. 
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for the defense industry, and that this specifically ap- 
plies to Saab’s JAS aircraft and Kariskrona Shipyard’s 
Surface Combatant 2000. This message has not been re- 
ceived with pleasure by the Social Democratic Party's 
left wing, but both Peterson and Prime Minister Caris- 
son perceive themselves is frends of defense, despite 
proposing a neas-termn 10-percent reduction in annual 
defense appropriations. 
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Ambassador To Lodge Demarche With US. Referring to his mocting with Klinidhis, Jennings said 
NOO111134795 Nicosia C Broadcasting they discussed the latest Jevelopments in the Cyprus 
— issue given that Kliridhis was sot in Cyprus for a long 
1130 GMT I Now 95 ume and in light of the Commonwealth Summa that 
will be held in New Zealand. 
{[FBIS Translated Text] The Cyprict Government will 
lodge a demarche with the US. Government over the  AS#ed if developments in Cyprus are expected before 
. the end of the year. Jennings said this would be unreal- 
ee ee ee He added: It would be take of 
[29 October) parade in the occupied areas. Governmens SUS wise to take aSventage 
this period and hold serious talks with the two sides to 


Spokesman loannis Kasoulidhis said Andreas lakovid- 
his, the Cyprict ambassador in Washington. will lodge 
the Gemarche. i will also include a reference to US. 
Ambassador Richard Boucher's attendance af a recep- 
tion bouted by the so-called Turkish ambassador. Ka- 
soulidhis said: The U.S. Embassy's explanation led us 
conclude that we must lodge the demarche. The govern- 
mem decided not to lodge a demarche with UN Head- 
quarters for the presence of UN officials at the parade 
because for many years representatives of the organi- 
zation attended the 29 October parade in uniform. UN- 
FICYP [United Nations Forces in Cyprus] is trying to 
establish relavons with the parves that signed the cease- 
fire agreement. The spokesman said it is unclear whether 
a Gemarche will also be lodged with Britain for British 
High Commissioner Madden's participation in the re- 
cepuon. 


Asked about the presence of the U.S. military attache 
at Sunday's parade in the occupied areas, U.S. Am- 
bassador Richard Boucher said it is appropriate for the 
United States and the military attache in Cyprus to main- 
tain contact and observe the island's military develo, - 
this morning, added thai it is significant for the United 
States to continue their commitment and work with ev- 
eryone who can influence and achieve a positive Change 


Nations to achieve progress in the Cyprus issue. The 
sectors in which we are workirg are EU accession and 


will contribute to the efforts for a Cyprus solution. 
This assurancr was given by Maicolim Rifkind, British 
secretary of state for foreign affairs [title as | \eard], to 
Foreign Minister Alekos Mikhaslidhis during 2 meeung 
in London. 


Mikhailidhis told journalists that as a result of today's 
meeting. Britain will decide whether or not to undertake 
an initiative on the Cyprus issue. He also said he stressed 
to Rifkind that a concerted approach to the Cyprus issue 
is needed, with security being the first issue. 


A High Commission spokesman in Nicosia said that 
during the Mikhailidhis-Rifland meeting there was an 
exchange of views on ways to promote the Cyprus issue 
and that both ministers concern over the lack 
of progress. The spokesman said that during the meeung 
the issue of Cyprus’ accession to the EU was not 
discussed because of lack of time. He also stressed the 
importance to B:itain of Cyprus’s request and described 
the first mecting between the two ministers as very 
useful 


EP President Details Talks With Kliridhis 


NCO0211132895 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 
1130 GMT 2 Now 95 


(FBIS Translated Text) European Parliament (EP) Pres- 
idem Kiaus Haensch said Cyprus cannot be considered 
a Turkish hostage and the Cyprus solution is not a pre- 
requisite for the island's accession to the EU. 
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After his meeting with President Glavkos Kliridhis this 
morning, Haensch said Turkey is not allowed to veto 
directly or indirectly Cyprus’ accession. The European 
Parliament president also made it clear that ratification 
of Turkey's customs union agreement is in no way 
related to Cyprus’ accession. Haensch described the 
issue of the setilers as very serious. He said solutions 
must be sought for this problem because the settlers 
keep increasing, while the Turkish Cypriots emigrate 
and their numbers decrease. 

Klaus Haensch awarded President Kliridhis with the 
European Parliament Gold Metal. 


In a joint news conference with House of Representa- 
tives President Alexis Galanos, Haensch said the Eu- 
ropean Parliament has resolutely opened the door for 
Cyprus” accession to the EU. He said: Now it is up to 
Nicosia to take advantage of the opportunity and pass 
through the door. Haensch said that if the Cyprus issue 
is not solved by the time the accession negotiations are 
concluded, then the EU must decide if certain special 
terms or afrangemeuts must be given to the occupied 
side, while the side that will join the EU must adont 
100 percent the European vested norm. 


Replying to a question, the European Parliament pres- 
ident said the issue of Turkey's customs union cannot 
be a hostage of the Cyprus issue and that there will be 
no negative consequences to the Cyprus issue from the 
ratification of the agreement. 

House of Representatives President Alexis Galanos 
stressed that accession negotiations and structured dia- 
logue create new dynamics for a Cyprus solution based 
on the European vested norm. He also stressed that the 
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Greek Cypriot side does not accepi any restrictions on 
the issue of the rights of settlement, property, and move- 
meat. He added that there is no question of accepting a 
solution that goes against the EU vested norm. 


Israeli Attache Rejects ‘Two Peoples’ Concept 
NC0211091195 Nicosia I SIMERINI in Greek 
2 Nov 95 pls 


[Report by loannis Kharalambidhis} 


(FBIS Translated Text) Israeli officialdom has no in- 
tention of recognizing two peoples in Cyprus. On the 
contrary, Israel respects the Republic of Cyprus and 
supports the UN resolutions and the peace process to 
resolve the issue. 


A diplomatic attache at the Israeli Embassy in Nicosia 
was Commenting On a press report based on a dispatch 
by the ATHENS NEWS AGENCY that during his talks 
in Amman, Israeli Foreign Minister Shim'on Peres re- 
ferred to two peoples in Cyprus—Greek Cypriots and 
Turkish Cypriots. The Israeli diplomat in Nicosia said 
Peres meant that two communities exist in Cyprus, not 
two peoples. He added that the spirit that characterizes 
Peres’ statements proves that Israel respects and appre- 
ciates Cyprus. 

Peres said he adopts the view of demilitarization and 
a peaceful solution to the Cyprus problem. He also 
hailed Cyprus’ economic development and said it is 
useful for the Middle East. Peres clarified that the 
Cypriot Development Bank is especially significant for 
the infrastructure and development of the autonomous 
Palestinian region. 
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Russia’s Defense Minister Continues Visit 
Joint Statement Issued 


NCO111211395 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greek 1800 GMT I Nov 95 


(FBIS Translated Text] After today’s meeting between 
National Defense Minister Yerasimos Arsenis and his 
Russian counterpart Pavel Grachev, a joint statement 
was issued. The statement mentions that the current in- 
ternational political and military situation requires a new 
approach to the development of relations among coun- 
tries and international political and military organiza- 
uions. 

During their talks, Arsenis and Grachev examined 
bilateral relations and exchanged views on current 
European security issues. They paid special attention 
to the Bosnian crisis, on which they agreed that the 
procedure toward a solution must be political and 
peaceful and that the opposing sides must be regarded 
equally. 


The talks between the Greek and Russian defense 
ministers were highlighted by the signing of a military- 
technical agreement, which provides for mutual and 
equal participation in the defense industry sector, in 
modernizing weapons systems, and in officer training. 


Meets With Papandreou 


NCO111165195 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greek 1600 GMT 1 Nov 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Russian Defense Minister Pavel 
Grachev today was received by Prime Minister Andreas 
Papandreou, thus concluding his meetings in Greece 
with President Konstandinos Stafanopoulos, Foreign 
Minister Karolos Papoulias, and National Defense Min- 
ister Yerasimos Arsenis. 


During these meetings, which were highlighted by the 
signing of a military agreement, they examined bilateral 
relations and exchanged views on current European 
security issues. They stressed the important roles the two 
countries can play in securing European stability. Also, 
they discussed at length the crisis in former Yugoslavia 
and the two countries’ active roles for regional peace. 
During the Russian official's contacts, it was agreed to 
develop a solid Greek-Russian dialogue at a high level. 


Further on Visit of Syrian Foreign Minister 


Meets With Papandreou, Papoulias 
NCO111172095 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greek 1600 GMT I Nov 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] After the meetings among Syr- 
ian Foreign Minister Farug al-Shar', Foreign Minister 
Karolos Papoulias, and Prime Minister Andreas Papan- 
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dreou, they emphasized the excellent level of Greek- 
Syrian relations. 


Papoulias thanked his Syrian counterpart for the Syr- 
ian Government's firm and continuous support to the 
Cyprus issue. Al-Shar’ assured him that his country will 
continue to be on the side of Greece on this major na- 
tional issue. Al-Shar’, referring to the excellent bilateral 
relations and the politica! desire to strengthen them fur- 
ther, said that neither Syria nor Greece have attacked 
a third party. He noted there are others who are think- 
ing of attacking the two countries, evidently meaning 
Turkey. Al-Shar said: We want to assure everyone that 
we do not want troubled relations with our neighbors. 


The Syrian foreign minister had had talks earlier with 
President Konstandinos Stefanopoulos. 


Holds ‘Positive’ Talks With Papoulias 


NC0211074395 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greek 1800 GMT ] Nov 95 


[FBIS Translated Text) Syrian Foreign Minister Farug 
al-Shar’ and his Greek counterpart Karolos Papoulias 
met in Athens and discussed Greek-Syrian relations 
and the promotion of agreements on issues, such as 
education, technology, and commercial exchanges. 


In an interview the two ministers expressed their satis- 
faction at the very good level of bilateral relations. Our 
correspondent Nina Asimakopoulou has the following 


report: 


[Begin Asirnakopoulou recording) Talks between Greek 
Foreign Minister Karolos Papoulias and Farug al-Shar’ 
were positive and constructive. 


In a statement issued immediately after the meeting 
Papoulias referred to Syria's important role as a regional 
force in the Middle East. He stressed among other 
things that Syria is also an important factor in the 
peace process in the area, something that has been 
accepted — albeit belatedly —- by both the EU and the 
United States. Papoulias stressed that Greece is trying to 
contribute to the peace negotiations and considers Syria 
and Lebanon's participation indispensable. 


The two ministers also exchanged views on the Euro- 
Mediterranean Conference in Barcelona and on Balkan 
issues. Papoulias thanked his Syrian counterpart for the 
Syrian Government's firm and continuous support on 
the Cyprus issue and stressed that the Syrian minister 
assured him that Syria will remain on Greece's side on 
this major national issue. The Greek minister explained 
that this meeting reconfirmed the close relations on 
issues of strategic interest, thai is, issues relating with 
defense and finance. 
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The Syrian minister said the political will exists for 
strengthening bilateral relations. Reliable sources say an 
agreement is being prepared for signing in the immedi- 
ate future. It covers cooperation on education, technol- 
ogy, and the promotion of commercial exchanges. 


When both men were asked about the U.S. Congress’ 
decision on transferring the U.S. Embassy from Tel 
Aviv to Jerusalem, Papoulias said they were both 
puzzled by this decision. Al-Shar’ said this decision 
goes against the UN resolutions. 

Asked if they discussed the possibility of Syria help- 
ing the Greek Air Force implement the unified defense 
doctrine, Papoulias said there is a Greek-Syrian defense 
agreement. It was signed during [Greek National De- 
fense Minister Yerasimos] Arsenis' visit but no details 
were discussed. Al-Shar’ said this cooperation does not 
aim to confront anyone, but aims to observe interna- 
tional law. Al-Shar’ said: Neither Syria nor Greece has 
attacked any third party but there are others who may 
be thinking of attacking the two countries. We want to 
reassure everyone that we do not want troubled relations 
with our neighbors. 

The Syrian foreign minister earlier had talks with 
President Konstandinos Stefanopoulos. [end recording] 


Assails U.S. Plan To Move Embassy 


JNO111121195 Damascus Syrian Arab Republic Radio 
Network in Arabic 1900 GMT 1 Nov 95 


([FBIS Translated Excerpt] Athens—Greek President 
Konstandinos Stefanopoulos received Syrian Foreign 
Minister Farug al-Shar’ this evening. Al-Shar’ conveyed 
the greetings of President Hafiz al-Asad to the Greek 
president, who also asked al-Shar’ to convey his grect- 
ings and wishes to President al-Asad. Talks centered on 
the peace process and relations between the two friendly 
countries — Syria and Greece. [passage omitted] 


An official round of talks was then held at the Greek 
Foreign Ministry in Athens this morning between the 
Syrian side, headed by Foreign Minister Farug al-Shar’, 
and the Greek side, headed by Greek Foreign Minister 
Karoios Papoulias. [passage omitted] 


At the end of the talks, Foreign Minister al-Shar’ and 
Greek Foreign Minister Papoulias held a joint news 
conference, during which the Greek foreign minister 
noted Syria's important role in the Middle East and 
Mediterranean basin. [passage omitted] 


Responding to a question, al-Shar’ said that the U.S. 
Congress’ decision to transfer the U.S. Embassy to 
Jerusalem conflicts with international legitimacy and the 
relevant UN resolutions. The decision, he added, must 
be denounced and must not be implemented because 
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East Jerusalem is part of the Arab territories, which 
Israel occupied in 1967. Therefore, he said, Israel must 
withdraw from it. 


Farug al-Shar’ arrived in Vienna this evening on an 
Official visit. He was received by Mrs. Benita-Maria 
Gerrero-Waldner, Austrian state secretary for foreign 
affairs; senior Austrian Foreign Ministry officials; the 
Arab ambassadors accredited to Austria; and Riyad 
Siyaj, Syrian charge d'affaires in Vienna and embassy 
staff. 


Article Views Bosnian Peacekeeping Force 
96P20037 


{[FBIS Media Note] An unattributed article in the 8 
October Athens daily | KATHIMERINI commented 
on the decision made at the Williamsburg meeting 
of NATO defense ministers to send a peacekeeping 
force to Bosnia after the signing of an agreement. It 
should be noted, the article said, that “even” Russia 
agreed to participate in such a force, albeit in a 
way that would “save face.” Greece attributes “special 
importance” to Russian participation, which will be a 
“balancing” factor, the article continued. It is “clear” 
that the issue has a wider goal: the United Sates and 
NATO will thus establish themselves militarily in the 
former Yugoslavia and will not depart in one year, as the 
Clinton administration now promises. It remains to be 
seen, however, what the peacekeeping force's reaction 
will be in the case of renewed hostilities. However, 
despite the danger of an entanglement, Greece ought to 
participate, for it must play an active role in the Balkans’ 
geopolitical equilibrium, especially since Turkey has 
already offered to contribute troops to the peacekeeping 
force, the article asserted. 


Article on Common Defense Doctrine 
96P20044 Athens TA NEA in Greek 13 Oct 95 p 25 


[Article by Athanasios Platias: “Unacceptable Pressure” } 


{[FBIS Translated Text} Our allies’ reaction to the 
expansion of our defense cooperation with Cyprus is, 
to put it mildly, unacceptable. Instead of pressuring 
the perpetrator (that is, Turkey, which continues to 
occupy militarily 37 percent of the island), they are 
pressuring the victim (that is, the Greek side) because 
it is attempting to defend itself! The argument has been 
heard before: “Turkey is vexed...” 


First of all, Greece has the political, moral, and legal 
right to protect the Greek Cypriots. Second, Greece has 
strategic interests in the Eastern Mediterranean, and this 
is expressed, not only in the common defense doctrine 
with Cyprus, but also in defense agreements with Egypt, 
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Israel, and Syria. Third, the adoption of a common 
defense space between Greece and Cyprus creates 
favorable conditions for progress in the negotiations to 
solve the Cyprus issue. The Cypriot Government has 
proposed the demilitarization of the island: everyone 
should reduce their forces. Those who do not want the 
military competition on the island to intensify ought to 
pressure Turkey to accept the demilitarization proposal 
so that the balance of forces should be accomplished 
in “downward,” rather than “upward,” fashion. At any 
rate, it should be pointed out that a large part of the 
responsibility falls on us. The ministry of foreign affairs 
has failed to explain to our allies our “philosophy” on 
this issue, as well as on others. 


PASOK Executive Office Members Viewed 


95P20046 Athens ELEVTHEROTIPIA in Greek 

13 Oct 9S ps 

{Unattributed article: “Political ‘Constitution’ of New 
Executive Bureau") 

{[FBIS Translated Text] An overwhelming majority 
of the members of the new executive office of the 
Panhellenic Socialist Movement (PASOK) is abolutely 
“law- abiding,” for “traditional dissenters” are absent. 
Nevertheless, the tendency to which members adhere is 
fairly important. 

Five of them are in the “classical presidential” faction 
(that is, “Papandreists.” They are Apostolos Kaklama- 
nis, Andonios Livanis, Khristos Papoutsis, Karolos Pa- 
poulias, and Maria Arseni. Y. Kharalambous, a Livanis 
man, also adheres to this tendency. 


Akis Tsokhatzopoulos’ group has four members (includ- 
ing himself). They are And. Kotsakas, Y. Katsimbard- 
his, and Maria Kipriotaki. 

Kostas Thaliotis and Stefanos Tzoumakas constitute the 
so-called “new current” (the “forty-somethings"), who 
see eye-to-eye with Papandreou, even if Tzoumakas 
voiced serious disagreements in the past. 
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Y. Souladhakis and Man. Dhaskalakis belong to the “id- 
iosyncratic” faction, but they support the party's of- 
ficial line. Pandelis Oikonomou may be termed “au- 
tonomous,” even if he has not expressed “heretical” 
views in ihe recent past and seems to have come closer 
to the official line. 

Yerasimos Arsenis lacks his own man in the executive 
office. However, it is believed he can find potential 
allies, both within the “presidential” faction and on 
Tsokhatzopoulos’ side. 

One of the late Yiorgos Yennimatas’ closest aides, 
Miltiadhis Papaioannou is among the few with a direct 
line to the “group of four.” Papaioannou was the 
only executive office member who stated yesterday [12 
October} that he disagrees with the disparaging terms 
used by Papandreou in connection with the “four.” Votes 
from this side, as well as from the "group of seven” ("ae 
“captains”), contributed to his election. 


Evangelos Venizelos is an exceptional case. Until re- 
cently he was a member of the narrow circle of the 
“prime minister's men.” His move to the <ainistry of 
transportation was not much to his liking. Despite pub- 
licly siding with the party's official line while discreetly 
criticizing dissenters, he maintains contacts with the 
“group of four,” and especially with Kostas Simitis. It 
is considered certain that Venizelos received the votes 
of some “modernizers.” It is indicative that Papandreou 
did not include Venizelos in the executive office's po- 
litical secretariat, the organization that will supposedly 
outline policies. 


It was announced last night that according to the prime 
minister's decision, the political secretariat includes, be- 
sides its secretary Kostas Skandalidhis, Yerasimos Ar- 
senis, Apostolos Kaklamanis, Kostas Laliotis, Ando- 
nios Livanis, Karolos Papoulias, Y. Souladhakis, Akis 
Tsokhatzopoulos, and Khristos Papoutsis. Obviously, all 
of them are the prime minister's men, both in a narrow 
and wider sense. 
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Ocalan Sends Message to Parliament-in-Exile 


TA0111150695 London MED TV Television 
in Turkish 1730 GMT 31 Oct 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The third plenary session of the 
Kurdish parliament-in-exile, which sent a shock through 
the Turkish state, is continuing to meet in Moscow in 
a building belonging to the Russian Parliament. PKK 
[Workers Party of Kurdistan] leader Abdullah Ocalan 
sent a message to the second day of the meetings, at 
which the activities of the administrative council were 
assessed. 


Explaining that important developments are under way 
in Kurdistan as well as in the international arena, 
Ocalan said numerous forces have challenged the PKK 
within this process. In his message, Ocalan particularly 
emphasized the obstacles facing those fighting for their 
country. Ocalan pointed out that the forces that are 
against the PKK are ignoring the Kurdish parliament- 
in-exile and the process of national institutionalization, 
despite their claims that they are in favor of unity. 


Explaining that the Turkish state feels threatened by 
the mectings held by the Kurdish parliament-in-exile, 
Ocalan stressed the importance of convening the third 
plenary session in Russia. Claiming that Western coun- 
tries, as a result of their relations with Turkey, have not 
gotten to know certain people, Ocalan added that there 
is great potential for development in the East. 


Ocalan further stated that the Kurdish parliament-in- 
exile should pave the way for the establishment of a 
strong national assembly. Expressing his desire that the 
meeting emphasize the issue of a national assembly, 
Ocalan recalled that the congress should include not 
only the Kurdish people but all the peoples in Kurdis- 
tan. Ocalan reiterated his support for a democratic par- 
lament. 


Kurdish Group Sends Letter to EP 


TAO111153595 London MED TV Television 
in Turkish 1730 GMT 31 Oct 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Kurdish parliament-in-exile 
has sent a letter to the president of the European 
Parliament [EP] as well as all the political groups 
making up the EP. 


The letter, which was sent by Yasar Kaya, speaker of 
the parliament-in-exile, and Ismet Ceristanli, member of 
the executive committee, summarizes the views adopted 
by the parliament-in-exile regarding the Kurdish issue. 
The letter also provides extensive information regarding 
the Kurdish parliament-in-exile. 
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Tae letter, which stresses the issue of Turkey's member- 
ship in the EU, states that Turkey's membership should 
be rejected under the present circumstances. 

The letter calls for the establishment of a joint commis- 
sion in connection with the Kurdish issue and presents 
the views adopted by the Kurdish parliament-in-exile 
regarding the PKK [Workers Party of Kurdistan]. The 
letter explains that the PKK resorted to armed fighting 
in response to the policies adopted by the Turkish State. 


Stressing that the aid extended to Turkey should stop, 
the letter adds that the Kurdish parliament-in-exile seeks 
a democratic and peaceful solution to the Kurdish issue. 


The letter was sent to the heads of the EP, the European 
Commission, and the Council of Europe Parliamentary 
Assembly. 


Adverse Effects on Ties With Russia 


TAO111152395 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1455 GMT | Nov 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Ankara, Nov | (AA) — 
Ankara was not satisfied with Russian statement on the 
issue of ‘so-called Kurdish parliament in exile’ meeting, 
it was reported on Wednesday. 


Foreign Ministry spokesman Omer Akbel told a news 
conference that ‘it is up to Russia to immediately heal 
the wound that has been inflicted on bilateral relations’ 
adding “we now expect the meeting to be stopped.” 


Akbel said Turkey did not accept Russia's explanation 
that they had allowed the meeting as it was originally 
billed as a scientific seminar and not a political gather- 
ing. 


Akbel said the meetings could adversely affect relations 
between the two countries. 


Russia’s Proposal on Troops in Caucasus Deplored 
TAO111194595 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1800 GMT 1 Nov 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt) Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Omer Akbel has stated that while the adverse affects 
of the convening of the so-called Kurdish parliament 
in Moscow continue, another problem has emerged 
in Turkish-Russian relations in view of reports to the 
effect that Russia submitted a proposal to NATO to 
increase the number of troops it may deploy in the 
Caucasus within the framework of the Conventional 
Armed Forces in Europe [CFE]. [passage omitted] 


In reply to a question during his weekly news confer- 
ence, Akbel said Russia submitted a new proposal to 
NATO regarding the CFE Treaty. With this proposal, 
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Akbel continued, Russia is trying to finds ways to avoid 
the reduction in the number of its conventional weapons 
in the Caucasus which it had to implement by now in 
accordance with the treaty. Stating that it is NATO that 
must assess this proposal, Akbel added that Turkey's 
position is in accordance with NATO's initial proposal, 
which envisaged certain arrangements in the administra- 
tive regions of the Caucasus while retaining the targets 
set for the reduction in Russia's conventional weapons. 


Ciller’s Agreement With Turk-Is on Wages 
Reported 


NCO111182595 Istanbul DUNYA in Turkish 
27 Oct 95 p2 


(FBIS Translated Text] Ankara—While the Turkish 
Grand National Assembly moved on 26 October to 
debate the new election law, Prime Minister Tansu 
Ciller reached an agreement with Turk-Is to end the 
two-month-old general strike, which has paralyzed the 
country’s economy. Later, Ciller disclosed the amounts 
of the increases for workers’ wages and for retiree 
pensions from Bag-Kur [Social Security Association 
for Tradesmen, Artisans, and Independent Workers). 
Her disclosure has been commented on as "a move to 
officially set the election economy into motion.” 


Ciller agreed to increase the wages of government 
workers by 16 percent during the first half of the first 
year and by another 16 percent during the second half of 
that year. These wages will be increased by 18 percent 
during the first half and by 20 percent during the second 
half of the second year. Her meeting with the Turk-Is 
representatives was short. The agreement she reached 
will cost the government 65 trillion Turkish lira the 
first year. That will include the improvements. The 
agreement will increase the basic wages of the workers 
to 12 million Turkish lira. That is a net figure. The gross 
figure will total 17.488 million. 


TURKEY 29 


Prime Minister Ciller’s talks with the Turk-Is represen- 
tatives failed to yield a result for many days. On 26 Oc- 
tober, however, she reached an agreement with Turk-Is 
Chairman Bayram Meral and several trade union leaders 
in 10 minutes. Ciller agreed to Turk-Is’s demand that 
workers wages be increased by 16 percent during the 
first half and by another 16 percent during the second 
half of the first year and by 18 percent during the first 
half and 20 percent during the second half of the sec- 
ond year. The reconciliation marked the conclusion of 
the collective bargaining agreements between the gov- 
erament and Turk-Is, which will cost the former 62.5 
trillion Turkish lira. In a statement after her mecting 
with the Turk-Is delegation, Ciller said: “1 am happy. ! 
hope that the new funds will satisfy the workers. Let the 
new agreement be promising. While the needs of one 
sector are met, however, the needs of the other sectors 
must not be neglected. We act in accordance with the 
principle of equal distribution.” 


Meanwhile, Ciller disclosed that the retiree pensions 
received from Bag-Kur will increase 47 to 53 percent. 


Bayram Meral commented: “The collective bargaining 
agreements have been concluded with the prime minis- 
ters contribution. The trade unions are a part of politics 
in the country. Anger has no place in politics. Likewise, 
anger has no place in the relations between the trade 
unions and the politicians.” 


Considering the measures that will be taken to improve 
the situation of the workers, the agreement will cost the 
government 65 trillion Turkish lira for the first year. 
It will cost the government 76.7 trillion for the second 
year. According to the experts, the net amount of basic 
wages the workers will receive will total 12 million and 
the gross amount will total 17.488 million Turkish lira. 
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